June 20, 2018
A modified proposal from the Sierra Club committee member, Lloyd Dorsey, for
consideration by the Teton County WPLI committee that consists of approximately
102,486 acres of Codified Roadless Area, and 298,772 acres of new Wilderness on US
Forest Service lands within Teton County, Wyoming.
1. Preamble to this proposal: “We acknowledge that the geographic limits of this
proposal stop at the Teton County, Wyoming, line whereas the world renowned Greater
Yellowstone Ecosystem spans the county and state lines. We urge our Board of County
Commissioners and other elected officials and community leaders to work diligently and
consistently with adjacent jurisdictions, agencies, and communities to implement
effective conservation measures to protect and improve ecosystem health and function
for the benefit of the economy and for the well being of future generations.”
2. All national public lands in this modified proposal are within the boundaries of the state
of Wyoming.
3. Only lands within Teton County, Wyoming, are included in this proposal.
4. Only US Forest Service lands are included in this modified proposal; no National Park
Service lands.
5. Mineral withdrawal is included for all US Forest Service lands in Teton County that have
not been withdrawn; approximately 465,000 acres on the BTNF and CTNF that include
Roadless Areas, WSAs, and other US Forest Service lands. There may be small carve outs
for sand and gravel extraction.
6. Apply Wilderness standards for some USFS lands described below per the 1964
Wilderness Act with some additional prescriptions. These standards and prescriptions
include but are not limited to:
a. Minerals withdrawal
b. No commercial logging or WUI thinning projects.
c. Occupied grazing allotments may remain in current status. When retirements are
accomplished on a willing basis, the allotments are closed permanently.
d. No use or grazing of livestock (e.g., pack goats, domestic sheep) that are known to
and may transmit diseases to wildlife.
e. No motorized or mechanized recreation or use.
f. Within 5 years after Congressional Act, the federal agencies must develop
Wilderness Action Plans such as are in place for current Wilderness Areas on
BTNF (aka, DFC 6A-D).
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7. Wilderness Designation for specific USFS lands under the 1964 Wilderness Act:
totaling 298,772 acres in Teton County, Wyoming:
a. Palisades WSA becomes the Palisades Wilderness- 61,780 acres only in Teton
County, this proposal excises (carves out) a non-wilderness Codified
Roadless Area not to exceed 10,000 acres south of Hwy 22 and also excises
the roaded areas within the WSA that were included in our previous
proposal.
b. Shoal Creek WSA becomes an addition to the GV Wilderness. (11,619 acres in
Teton County)
c. Grizzly Lake becomes addition to the GV Wilderness. (3,955 acres)
d. Spread Creek-GV River-Mt. Leidy 165,437acres) becomes the Mt. Leidy
Wilderness. This includes a not to exceed 9,000 acres carve out for the Horsetail
Creek motorcycle route and loss of approximately 30,684 acres in Fremont and
Sublette County.
e. Willow Creek (25,820 acres of the Grayback Roadless Area in Teton County)
becomes the Willow Creek (or Grayback) Wilderness.
f. Pacific Creek-Blackrock (23,761 acres) becomes an addition to the Teton
Wilderness.
g. Granite-Boulder-Little Granite (approx 6,400 acres) becomes an addition to the
Gros Ventre Wilderness
8. Codified Roadless Areas: Apply standards and prescriptions for some USFS lands
the same as the 2001 Roadless Rule with some additional prescriptions. These
standards and prescriptions include but are not limited to:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Minerals withdrawal
No roads.
No commercial logging or WUI thinning projects.
Occupied grazing allotments may remain in current status. When retirements
are accomplished on a willing basis, the allotments are closed permanently.
e. No use or grazing of livestock (e.g., pack goats, domestic sheep) that are
known to and may transmit diseases to wildlife.
f. Allows motorized and mechanized recreation subject to USFS travel plans.
9. Areas proposed for Codified Roadless: totaling 102,486 acres
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Curtis Canyon (9,581 acres)
Cache Creek-Game Creek (14,867 acres)
Phillips Ridge (9,786 acres)
Munger Mountain (10,063 acres)
Palisades WSA carve out near Hwy 22 not to exceed 10,000 acres
West Slope of Tetons on the CTNF adjacent to the Jedediah Smith Wilderness
39,189 acres
g. Spread Creek-Gros Ventre-Mt Leidy carve out not to exceed 9,000 acres for
the Horsetail motorcycle trail.
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Figure 1: Excerpt of Teton County area from Bridger-Teton National Forest map, Existing
Wilderness and Areas with “Wilderness Potential”, Draft January 2008.

Figure 2: Legend depicting acreages in the 2008 BTNF map, above.
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