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Bridger-Teton National Forest

Designated: October 30, 1984, Wyoming Wilderness Act (PL 98-550)
Boundary certified 2016 (final document pending)

Size: 32,373 acres
11,619 acres within Teton County; 20,754 acres within Sublette County
Contiguous with the 317,784 acre Gros Ventre Wilderness

Untrammeled and Natural Qualities
Fire: A few mid-size fires occurred in the WSA in the 1990s and 2000s. In 2016 the Cliff Creek fire burned over 50% of
the WSA. Suppression actions did occur to contain the fire although within the WSA, the fire burned without significant
human interference.
Geology: Spectacular geologic features exist within the WSA and in the adjacent Gros Ventre Wilderness, some of
which are best seen from the WSA. These include bare, steep limestone faces and flatiron dip slopes, waterfalls
(notably Shoal Falls and West Dell Falls), classic deep glacial canyons, and caves.
Plants: Typical of the region, no unique communities identified. There is potential for unique communities, especially in
the dry, exposed limestone strata that tend to have indigenous plant species. No sensitive plant inventory has been
done. Noxious weeds occur, but infestations are believed to be local in scope.
Wildlife: Wildlife is diverse, responding to the varying habitats in the WSA. Shoal Creek contains habitat for elk, moose,
mule deer, mountain lion and other forest predators, migratory songbirds, goshawks, owls, and small mammals. It
contains important winter range for elk, deer, and moose; the Dell Creek WGFD feedground is nearby. Opportunities
for seeing wildlife are outstanding; there is good hunter success and summer viewing is excellent since there are few
people in the area.
Fisheries: Fisheries in the Shoal Creek WSA are comprised of an intact native species assemblage including Boreal Toad,
Longnose Dace, Mottled Sculpin, Mountain Sucker, Mountain Whitefish, Paiute Sculpin, Redside Shiner, Snake River

Cutthroat Trout, Utah Sucker, and Western Pearlshell Mussel. The two non-native species present in the Study Area
are Brook Trout and Bear River Cutthroat Trout. Both are the result of historical stocking and are present only within
limited areas. All these streams and lakes are sustained solely by natural recruitment, no stocking currently exists.
Water flow and quality: Many of the creeks in the WSA have superb streambank stability and clear water, along with
healthy willow stands and beaver ponds. Shoal Creek is a designated wild river (4 miles). Other streams within the area
are eligible for WSR consideration.

Undeveloped Quality and Opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of recreation
Narrative: The area is large enough to accommodate multi-day trips while also offering trails for day excursions since it
is easily accessed from trailheads and, being adjacent to the Gros Ventre Wilderness, it is part of a larger remote, wild
area. 95% of the area is classified as providing a semi-primitive, non-motorized recreation setting. Although some
trailheads originate along the paved highway, it is distant from large population centers and for much of the year
receives low to moderate levels of recreation use. Use is concentrated on certain trails during the fall hunting season,
while in many parts of this area the opportunity for solitude is high.
Structures and Installations: Craig Cabin, minor structures associated with outfitter-camps and livestock allotments are
primitive in nature (e.g. fences)
Roads and powerlines: Jack Creek road, Jackpine road, LVE powerline (Granite Creek)
Motorized and Mechanized use: Snowmobile use occurs in much of the area but specific areas and amount of use
unknown; summer motorized use restricted to two roads shown on the Motor Vehicle Use Map; mountain bike use
may occur occasionally
Trails: approximately 40 miles of trail are located in the area
Visitor use/outfitter-guide: No specific info is available about the amount of visitor use. A number of horseback
outfitters operate in the area providing progressive summer trips, day-use hunting trips, and hunting from camps. One
outfitter provides llama trips.
Regulations: There are no restrictions on visitor use beyond the standard Greater Yellowstone occupancy regulations,
requirement for motor vehicle travel only on designated routes, and requirement for proper food storage
Other Human Uses
Minerals, oil and gas: There are no current oil and gas leases or active wells. There is one plugged and abandoned well
drilled in 1980s and plugged in 1984 (Granite Creek). There is no known leasable or salable mineral activity and no
active or pending mining claims. Oil and gas leasing/development is not permitted per direction in the BT Forest Plan.
Livestock grazing: There are four active cattle range allotments covering most of the WSA – Granite, Hoback, Jack Creek
and Fisherman Creek.
Timber harvest history: Riling Draw, Slide Creek (tributary of N.Fk Fisherman Creek), and the Dell fire salvage area are
the main places where timber harvest has occurred in the immediate area. These are adjacent to, not within, the WSA.
Cultural resources: Little information exists about pre-historic sites. The Craig Cabin in Jack Creek is an example of a
structure associated with early placer gold mining and currently in use by a hunting outfitter. The cabin is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.
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