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Designated:  October 30, 1984, Wyoming Wilderness Act (PL 98-550) 
Boundary certified March 11, 2014 
 

Size: 134,417 acres 
79,517 administered by Bridger-Teton National Forest; 54,900 administered by Caribou-Targhee National Forest 
71,780 acres within Teton County; 62,637 acres within Lincoln County 
Contiguous with the 61,173 acre Palisades recommended wilderness on the Caribou-Targhee National Forest  
 

Untrammeled and Natural Qualities 
Narrative: The area is noted for its rugged terrain, scenic and watershed values.  
 
Fire: Fire is the primary ecological process shaping the area but fires have been effectively suppressed since the 1950s in 
much of the area. The largest fire in the area was the 4,700 acre Green Knoll fire. A portion of the area from Teton Pass 
to Red Top Meadows is within the wildland urban interface as defined by the National Wildfire Coordination Group 
(2011) and by Teton County’s Community Wildfire Protection Plan (2014). Outside of the wildland-interface zone, some 
lower risk fires have been allowed to operate freely.  
Geology: Palisades’ geology is typical of the Overthrust Belt, with the sedimentary sequence found also in the Salt River 
and Wyoming Ranges. Subalpine lake basins on the west side of the divide are attractions. Large landslides are found 
throughout the area.  
Vegetation: The WSA provides representation for ecosystems of Rocky Mountain spruce/fir-Douglas-fir and Rocky 
Mountain sagebrush steppe. These communities are not unique or rare plant associations. However, there is potential, 
especially in high-elevation limestone areas, for indigenous plant species. A rare plant inventory conducted in the Snake 
River Canyon revealed the presence of some sensitive plants (Payson’s milkvetch), so it is reasonable to surmise that 
such plants would be present in the adjacent WSA. Somewhat uncommon plant communities on the BTNF that are 
found in the WSA include curl-leaf mahogany and bigtooth maple. Montane parklands in the mid-to-upper elevations 
have a wide diversity of forbs that create spectacular wildflower displays all summer. Some alteration of native 
vegetation has occurred in places; for example, pure Wyethia stands and some non-native plants and noxious weeds 
occur along trails and old sheep bed grounds, but these are local in scope.  

 



Wildlife: The area contains habitat for elk, deer, moose, wolves, wolverine, and bears. Important elk calving areas exist 
within the area and the area is considered an important migration corridor for many species. Specific surveys have been 
conducted for wolverines, owls, and goshawks. Non-native mountain goats were introduced in the early 1970s within 
the Idaho portion of the Palisades and have spread throughout the area.   
Water flow and quality: Wolf Creek is a designated wild river (7 miles) 
 

Undeveloped Quality and Opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of recreation 
Narrative: Much of the country is considered too rugged and geologically unstable (e.g. landslides) to lend itself to 
development, thus the majority of the area retains its remote and undeveloped feel. The area provides high potential for 
solitude, primitive recreation, and challenge by virtue of its size, dissected topography, and vegetative screening. 
Although the area is close to Jackson and some trailheads originate along paved highways, it receives low to moderate 
levels of use throughout most of the area. Minor congestion and conflict can occur during the fall hunting season and in 
the more heavily used Teton Pass area. 28% of the Bridger-Teton section of the area is classified as providing a primitive 
recreation setting, 65% is classified as semi-primitive non-motorized, and 7% is classified as semi-primitive motorized 
due to the influence of nearby roads. A small part of the area near Teton Pass and Black Canyon are classified as a 
front-country recreation area, similar to other parts of the forest that have a semi-primitive non-motorized physical 
setting but with more use than would normally be expected in such areas. 
 
Structures and Installations: Constructed facilities for recreation, domestic livestock grazing, and other activities are 
minor and primitive in nature in most of the area. However, near the boundary, some structures are present, e.g. 
electronic site (Teton Pass), recreation residence, water developments associated with homes.  
Roads and powerlines: Old roads exist in the area that are closed to motor vehicle use. Portions of four active roads 
are located within the WSA accessing trailheads (e.g. Dog Creek, East Table Creek). There are two BPA powerlines 
(Teton Pass area and along the Snake River Canyon) and a LVE distribution powerline.   
Motorized and Mechanized use: Much of the area is closed to summer wheeled motorized use (decision made in late 
1990s, 2000 and 2009). However, about 17 miles of single track motorcycle trail is located in the Indian Creek area on 
the Caribou-Targhee Forest. An aerial survey conducted in 2004 suggests snowmobile use affects 37% of the area but 
the number of riders is unknown. Heli-skiing is limited to 65 skier days annually (1 client = 1 skier day). Mountain bike 
use within the WSA is concentrated on three trails (Lithium, Black Canyon, and Mail Cabin – about 13 miles). Some 
mountain bike use occurs on other trails such as Cabin Creek, Dog Creek, Mosquito Creek and North Fork Fall Creek.   
Trails: approximately 185 miles of trail are located within the WSA (both on BT and CT National Forests) 
Visitor use: An accurate estimate of visitor use is not available. Trail encounter data suggests an average of 
encountering 1 person per day with encounters in the Teton Pass area higher. Outfitters on the BTNF provide hiking, 
wilderness therapy, horseback trips, day hunting trips and hunting from camps. Total use is estimated at 1,750 service 
days which is lower than other areas on the Bridger-Teton National Forest.    
Regulations: There are no restrictions on visitor use beyond the standard Greater Yellowstone occupancy regulations, 
requirement for wheeled motor vehicle travel only on designated routes, and requirement for proper food storage. The 
Teton Pass portion of the WSA on the Bridger-Teton National Forest has been closed to snowmobile use since 1990.  
 
Other Human Uses 
Minerals, oil and gas: The Palisades has high oil and gas potential. Three oil and gas wells have been drilled since 1978. 
The shallowest well, 9,300 feet, was drilled in 1978, and the deepest, 16,350 feet, was completed in 1982. All three wells 
have no production. The 1990 BTNF Forest Plan has a no-surface occupancy requirement for any oil and gas activity as 
does a decision made on the Targhee NF in 1996.  
Livestock grazing: The area contains eight active range allotments. The Mosquito Creek-Fall Creek allotment on the 
Bridger-Teton is grazed annually by approximately 4,917 AUMs of cattle. The Caribou-Targhee Forest administers seven 
active sheep allotments that are located wholly or partially within the WSA.   
Timber harvest history: Historic logging occurred to provide wood for local homesteads, notably in the Teton Pass and 
Mosquito Creek area where remnants of old sawmills can be found. In the late 1970s and early 1980s, commercial 
timber harvest occurred in the Mosquito Creek and North Fork Fall Creek drainages, much of which was excluded from 
the WSA. However, approximately 483 acres of harvest are located within the WSA boundary.  
Cultural resources: A few trapper’s caches and cabins have been found in the WSA but have not been evaluated for their 
historic significance. Considerable evidence of seasonal use by prehistoric people exists, including obsidian quarry sites 
near Teton Pass.  
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